Welcome to Miami 2017
Good morning! Thank you for your participation in this series of meetings.
To see the latest version of the schedule, please download
https://cgc.physics.miami.edu/2017ScheduleDetails.pdf
It is a good idea to do this at the start of each day to see if there are any last minute
changes in the schedule.
There is wireless internet access throughout the hotel, as per the information
provided when you checked into your room. But more importantly, in this room there
is an additional wi… source ... LagoConference ... with password: lagomeeting123
As always, it is my pleasure to welcome you to these meetings, but this year’s
conference is bitter sweet.
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Arnold Perlmutter 1928-2017
It is my sad responsibility to tell you that Arnold passed away Monday night.

Arnold was a kind and charming man, a dear colleage, and a good friend to many
of us. We will miss him greatly. He was one of the co-founders of the original Coral
Gables conferences, and he gave helpful advice and strong support for the current
series. Thankfully, we have many fond memories of Arnold ... in my case going
back to January 1981 when I …rst attended one of the conferences he helped organize,
coincidentally also here in Fort Lauderdale.
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There will be a memorial service for Arnold in the third ‡oor library of the Physics
Department at University of Miami, on Sunday, starting at 1pm. The conference
talk schedule will be modi…ed in the next day or two to accommodate those who wish
to attend this memorial. So, please check the schedule link from time to time to see
the changes.
Following the services in the Department, Arnold’s wife, Lynn Meyer, has generously invited all those who attend the memorial to come to their home at the corner
of SW 52nd Street and SW 68th Avenue, in South Miami, to celebrate Arnold in a
manner that would meet his approval.
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I had planned to speak about some recent work on string bit models, done in
collaborration with Sourav Raha and Charles Thorn. However, both of my coauthors
are participants at this meeting, and they will speak about these subjects later, on
Sunday. They are more informed and better quali…ed to do this.
So in the time that remains I will instead recall brie‡y some of the halcyon days of
my youth. This to serve as an introduction to the following Skype talk, “Gravitational
duality and deformations of action principles for mixed-symmetry tensor …elds” by
Sergio Hoertner.
Here I will make a long story short. Later I will add some details in the written
form of this presentation.
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Reminiscences about the 20th century
I wrote this paper while at the Enrico Fermi Institute of the University of Chicago.
It took almost six years from the date it was received (my youngest daughter’s
day of birth!) to the date it …nally appeared in Physics Letters. That must be a
record for a letters journal.
It was cited by no one but me during that submitted-to-published time period.
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Then, after it appeared in the journal, it was cited by others a few more times,
but then faded away “exponentially”in a way typical of most papers.
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Only to re-surface later, when it …nally became of interest.
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Moral: Have respect for the comments of the referee, and the opinion of the
editor, but of course, ultimately they may change their minds.
Also, usually their comments are professional and well-meaning. But occasionally
they may seem a bit personal.
In those situations, it is all the more important to put things in perspective.
Or as expressed in the cinema in a similar situation ...
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